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(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2024).

Thompson “Interview”.

Nicole Hertvik, “Director Arin Arbus Brings Shakespeare’s ‘Ugliest Play’ to
Shakespeare Theatre.,” District Fray, March 22, 2022. https:/districtfray.
com/articles/merchant-of-venice/#:~:text=Now%20Arbus%20and%20T
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Della Gatta, “Casting Shakespeare Today,” 483.

Between the U.S. productions (in New York and Washington, D.C.) in 2022
and the London production in 2025, this liminal relationality again was
reconfigured by the events of October 7, 2023, when Hamas attacked Israel,
prompting protests and scholarship that inaccurately realigned Jewishness
(and Israel) with Whiteness.

Pew Research Center, “Jewish Americans in 2020,” PewResearch.Org, (May
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tion of Jessica was as a Black Jew, like Shylock. Afro-Latinidad, which is con-
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Golyak’s The Merchant of Venice was originally staged at the Actors’
Shakespeare Project in Boston in 2020 but was cancelled due to COVID-
19. This was the production that starred Nael Nacer as Shylock when it was
rebooted in 2021. When it was remounted in 2024, it had a mostly new cast.

Alexandra Alter, “For ‘Fiddler’ Actor-Turned-Novelist, A Journey From Stage
to Page,” The New York Times, June 29, 2016. www.nytimes.com/2016/
06/30/books/for-fiddler-actor-turned-novelist-a-journey-from-stage-to-page.
html?_r=0. Accessed April 29, 2025.

Alexandra Silber, “[The Real] Rabbi Syme,” AlexandraSilber.com. September
22, 2017. https://alexandrasilber.blogspot.com/2017/09/the-real-rabbi-syme.
html. Accessed April 29, 2025.

Carol Rocamora, “A Unique Merchant of Venice at Classic Stage Company,”
Theater Pizazz, December 11, 2024. https://theaterpizzazz.com/a-unique-
merchant-of-venice-at-classic-stage-company/. Accessed April 29, 2025.

“A Shakespeare Problem Play: The Merchant of Venice,” StageBuddy,
December 18, 2024. https://stagebuddy.com/theater/theater-review/the-merch
ant-of-venice. Accessed April 29, 2025.

Silber played two Latinas/Latin Americans, doubling the roles. She was one of two
actors in the show, with playwright Christina Pumaricga also doubling two roles.

Alexandra Silber, Instagram, March 6, 2025. www.instagram.com/alsilbs/p/
DG3b1z7v9EB/?img_index=1. Accessed April 29, 2025.

The term “white melancholia” has been invoked by scholars in Shakespeare
Studies without an explicit tie to Jewishness; here, I wish to recover a sense of
the term’s origin as it is troubled by multiple usages within the field.

Here I shift from performance analysis to discourse analysis because the appli-
cation of the term “melancholy” oscillates between the personal and the col-
lective, making it insufficient to describe an inherently social phenomenon like
the theatre.

George Edmondson and Klaus Mladek, A Politics of Melancholia: From
Plato to Arendt (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2024), 4. See also Paul
Gilroy, Postcolonial Melancholia (New York: Colombia University Press,
2005). Gilroy was influenced by the work of W.E.B. Du Bois, who posited mel-
ancholy as collective. See W.E.B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk: Essays and
Sketches, 8th edition (Chicago: A.C. McClurg & Co, 1909).

Arthur L. Little, Jr., “Re-Historicizing Race, White Melancholia, and the
Shakespearean Property,” Shakespeare Quarterly 67, no. 1 (2016): 93.

A.S. Bruckstein Coruh, “Melancholia,” Trans. of Benhabib by Christoph
Néthlings, House of Taswir (Boston, MA: Brill/Fink, 2014), 200.

For an excellent overview of applications and misapplications of melancholia,
see Edmondson, especially 1-29.

Little, “Re-Historicizing Race,” 87. In the article, Little addresses other works

by Greenblatt, as well as scholarship by Emily C. Bartels and Julia Reinhard

Lupton. I both agree and disagree with a number of Little’s contentions about

these other works that I cannot address here due to space.

Eight of the ten direct quotations from Greenblatt’s scholarship in Little’s

essay are from “Racial Memory,” though some quotations are inaccurately

attributed to “Racial History,” which is a mis-naming of the article.
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Stephen Greenblatt, Hamlet in Purgatory (Princeton, Princeton University
Press, 2001). For the foundational texts of New Historicism, see Renaissance
Self-Fashioning: From More to Shakespeare (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 1980), and Shakespearcan Negotiations: The Circulation of Social Energy
in Renaissance England (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1988).
Stephen Greenblatt, “Shakespeare’s Cure for Xenophobia: What The Merchant
of Venice Taught Me About Ethnic Hatred and the Literary Imagination,” The
New Yorker (July 3, 2017).

On Jewish melancholia, see Bruckstein Coruh and Jonte-Pace. Diane Jonte-
Pace, Speaking the Unspeakable: Religion, Misogyny, and the Uncanny
Mother in Freud’s Cultural Texts (Berkeley: University of California Press,
2001). Melancholia has been used as a lens by which to analyze the fiction
writing of Jewish authors, and in March 2017, University of Buffalo hosted an
international symposium on “Jews and Melancholia.”

Jonte-Pace, Speaking the Unspeakable, 125.

For apocalyptic melancholia, see Dereck Daschke, City of Ruins: Mourning the
Destruction of Jerusalem Through Jewish Apocalypse (Boston: Brill, 2010). For
Zionism and melancholia, see Nitzan Lebovic, Zionism and Melancholy: The
Short Life of Israel Zarchi (Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 2015).
For civil melancholia, see Tova Gamliel, “Civil Melancholia: Yemenite
Jews’ Responses to the Kidnapping of Their Children,” Ethos 50, no. 2
(January 2023). For the application of an Israeli Jewish melancholia to the
Palestinian Nakba, see Ronit Lentin, Co-Memory and Melancholia: Israelis
Memorialising the Palestinian Nakba (Manchester: Manchester University
Press, 2010).

Paul E. Nahme, Ghost Pcople: Race, Religion, and the Affective Sources of
Jewish ldentity (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2024), 168.

Antisemitic incidents in the United States rose from 912 in 2014 to 3,698 in
2022. “Audit of Antisemitic Incidents,” American Defamation League (April
16, 2024). www.adl.org/resources/report/audit-antisemitic-incidents-2023.
Accessed June 3, 2024, On October 7, 2023, Hamas attacked Israel in “‘the
worst massacre of Jews since the Holocaust’,” and anti-Semitic episodes tripled
within the twelve months that followed. Johnny Diaz, “Antisemitic Incidents
Reach New High in the U.S., Report Says,” The New York Times (October
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Richard Dyer, White (New York: Routledge, 1997).

Little, “Re-Historicizing Race,” 87.

The term “Schrédinger’s Whites” has been circulated for years without a clear
source. It became more widely known because of the success of the 2021
book written by controversial British comedian David Baddiel. David Baddiel,
Jews Don’t Count: How Identity Politics Failed One Particular Identity
(London: TLS Books, 2021), 52.

Little, “Re-Historicizing Race,” 87.
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Arthur L. Little, “Citing Race and Seeing Death in Shakespeare,” William
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Little, “Citing Race and Seeing Death in Shakespeare,”. Pridgeon notes
that such “comparative and overlapping oppression of Jewish and Black
people upon which Du Bois reflected after visiting the Warsaw ghetto
problematizes the metonymic function of the colour line,” evidenced for
me most poignantly in Du Bois’s narrative of being mistaken for a Jew—Du
Bois was mixed race—and consequently being welcomed into and accepting
a stay at a Jewish inn. See W.E.B. Du Bois, The Autobiography of W.E.B.
Du Bois, edited by Herbert Apthcker (New York: Diasporic Africa Press,
Inc. 1968). 122.

Little, “Re-Historicizing Race,” 87.

Little, “Re-Historicizing Race,” 88.

Menachem Fisch, “Ambivalence as a Jewish Value,” Tablet Magazine
(September 27, 2017). www.tabletmag.com/sections/arts-letters/articles/ambi
valence-as-a-jewish-value. Accessed March 7, 2025. For additional valuations
of Jewish ambivalence, see David Hoffman on rabbinic ambivalence and
Edward Said on praising Freud’s ambivalence toward his Jewish identity.
David Hoffman, “Healthy (and Maybe Even Holy) Ambivalence,” Jewish
Theological Seminary (April 24, 2010). www.jtsa.edu/torah/healthy-and-
maybe-even-holy-ambivalence/. Accessed May 3, 2025. Edward Said, Freud
and the Non-European, (London: Verso, 2003). 53.

Elliot Wolfson, “Melancholic Redemption and the Hopelessness of Hope: From
Kafka to Dylan,” Lecture, Carolina Center for Jewish Studies. (October
28, 2020).

Little, “Re-Historicizing Race,” 101.

Stephen Greenblatt, “Racial Memory and Literary History,” PMLA 116,
no. 1 (2001), 61. For Borges’ relationship to Shakespeare, see Carla Della
Gatta, “The Aleph and the Space of Shakespeare,” Postmedieval: A Journal of
Medieval Cultural Studies, Tenth Anniversary Edition on ‘Confessions’, Vol.
11, No.2-3 (2020): 236-42.

Greenblatt, “Racial Memory,” 61.

Jessie D. Turner, “Reconsidering the Relationship Between New Mestizaje
and New Multiraciality as Mixed-Race Identity Models,” Journal of Critical
Mixed Race Studies 1, no. 1 (2014): 135.

Tracy C. Davis, “Introduction: Mix and Stir,” The Cambridge Guide to Mixed
Methods Research for Theatre and Performance Studies, eds. Tracy C. Davis
and Paul Rae (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2024), 23.

Daniel et al., “Emerging Paradigms,” 26.

Maria P.P. Root, “A Bill of Rights for Racially Mixed People,” The Multiracial
Experience: Racial Borders As the New Frontier, ed. Marcia P.P. Root
(Thousand Oaks CA: Sage Publications, 1996), 7.

Molly Littlewood McKibbin, “The Current State of Multiracial Discourse,”
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Andrew ]. Jolivétte, “Critical Mixed Race Studies: New Directions in the
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